Pioneer & Pirates

52 transforming strategies for more happiness and productive creativity

Foreplay

With this bookgame I would like to pass on lessons that have improved the quality of my life for the past few years in the areas of relationships, professional success, creative power and personal growth.They are wisdom that you probably already know, but you forget to live and play by these these principels. The central theme is to support you in who you want to be and what you want to do, both professionally and privately. I hope that this bookgame will be an enjoying and honest friend to you on an inspiring journey to an interesting, beautiful, loving and wise world. Thank you for your support and inspiration along the way: Ireen, Willie, Harry (Avatar), Thierry, Carole, Stijn, Hannie, family, friends, COCD-colleagues, customers, writers and artists. 

Bodhisvattva

Walking the way of loving wisdom

With a bubbling heart

And the wisdom of silence

Gently we combat the suffering and

Create beauty in thinking, feeling, words and actions.
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What is Pioneer & Pirates?

Pioneer and Pirates is a bookgame that helps to improve the quality of your life and the life of others. By encouraging you, through inspiration, insights, games, reflections, cartoons, provocation, sermons and exercises, the book can bring more meaning and creativity in your life and environment. Pioneer and Pirates is a voyage of discovery that helps you to develop a relaxed, wise and loving personality, with which you can realise valuable desires effortlessly. 

The bookgame exists of a treasure map and 13 strategies and playing-cards for each of the four streams: Beeing Wise, Feeling Love, Making Space and Create. Every playing-card provides a question, a strategy, a reflection and two exercises. The strategy deals with an attitude or desirable habit you might want in your life. The exercises help you to realise the challenge. The reflection provides a vision on the essence behind the challenge.

You make this journey along with the pioneer and pirates that live within you. The pioneer co-operates, discovers, plays, observes, perseveres, forgives, wonders and challenges boundaries. The pirate hinders, hides treasures, sabotages, denies, judges and accuses.

The treasure map

The treasure map helps you along on your voyage of discovery. On the treasure map you will locate the four streams.

Going for more hapiness and meaning: Beeing Wise and Feeling Love.

The startingpoint is who you are. The streams Beeing Wise and Feeling Love deal with how you express and experience who you are. In other words, the more beautiful you are, the more beautiful and essential things naturally develop in your life. Who you are, you will take wherever you go. Change who you are and the world changes with you. 
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Beeing Wise deals with insight and wisdom. The purpose is to connect with your inner wisdom. Wisdom helps you choosing what is important, possible and good in your life. It sees trough illusion and distraction. Wisdom facilitates insight in a collective truth through your intuition. The Sage decides which game you will play in this life.

Feeling Love deals with your ability to create relationships with yourself and others out of a warm, open and honest basic attitude. Compassion, generosity and appreciation are qualities of a loving hart. Love is the key to a happy and meaningful life. The lover decides how you play the game of life. 

More Creativity: Making Space and Creating
The streams Making Space and Creating deal with what you do and do not do. How you maintain a good balance between creating and making space determines how much effort it takes to enjoy pleasant experiences and realise beautiful things in your life.The journey of creation can be pleasant, elegant, economical, and abundant, not tiriesome. There is no scarcity of valuable moments in this life. This is your adventure.

Making Space deals with the space and balance you need to realise something new. Making room is about relaxing and freeing up attention and energy in head, heart and agenda. Enough time, attention and vitality is essential for joyful living and to help you realise your desires with little effort.You will be able to get more people in the subway by pushing hard but it is much easier to let people get out first. It's better to do nothing than achieve nothing with a lot of effort. Making space is the invisible undercurrent and it literally determines the degrees of freedom.

Creating deals with applying creative energy to discover and create new possibilities. Your life is the creative footprint you leave in the world and the world leaves in you. Creating means taking responsibility for you experiences, take initiatives you desire and shaping what you find important out of wisdom and love. Stop everything else. You create with your attention, talents, words and actions. Creating determines what your game looks like.

How does it work?

You can read the bookgame but also play it, alone and with others. 

You use Pioneer and Pirates:

· As a book 

· As a personal trainer and workout programme

· As a business improvement tool

· As a game

· As inspiration source

Reading. Flip through the cards and follow your intuition.  Read selectively when it catches your attention. For example you weekly try to bring a new challenge into practice. Your nightstand is a good place for the bookgame. You can keep a logbook of your own journey with exercises, insights, inspirations and intentions.

Playing. Invite yourself, your partner, friends, family, colleagues or a bar mate to participate in a game. On the treasure map are the co-ordinates of the exercises. Throw with a pencil, adhesive ball, coin or dart arrow on the treasure map and play the exercise that corresponds to it. All exercises can be done on your own, and the b-exercises you can do with more people.  Feel free to make up some new stimulating exercises. There are only winners in this game..

Strategies for more creativity and meaning in your life

Recognisable patterns in decisions, thoughts, feelings and actions are called life-strategies in this bookgame. Strategies form the creative energy that connects your inner world with others in the outside world. They form the bridge between the past and the future. There are life-strategies that enhance the quality of your life, such as trust, and there are strategies that reduce the quality of your life, such as accusation. The former are PioneerStrategies that add beauty and quality to your life and the lives of others.  The latter are known as PiratePranks. PiratePranks adhere you to undesirable actions, reactions, situations and results.  Often times, you are hardly aware of how PiratePranks undermine the quality of your life. You make decisions about your life, either consciously or unconsciously. So you can recognise what you are up to, use the compass that shows you the relation between what you are, what you do and what you experience.

PioneerStrategies

PioneerStrategies help you in the quest for balance, happiness, growth, friendship and beauty. Here you think and act out of being loving and wise. The next four questions will help you to choose consciously for PioneerStrategies and shape these in your life. 

· 
How do you making space out of being wise? (North-West)

Out of your wisdom you will look for room. An important strategy is to observe without judgement. You feed your interest, you explore, watch, feel what happens. This will make you clearly see the heart of the matter. This notion will bring you tranquillity. 
Illusions, emotions and details you will see through and they affect you less because you understand that essentially they do not really matter. 

· 
How do you create out of being wise? (North-East)

Out of your wisdom you create unique experiences and beauty. An important strategy is to ask and receive. You make contact with your intuition, you explore questions and answers curiously. You are open and receive planned and unexpected results. 

· 
How do you making space out of feeling love? (South-West)

Out of feeling love you making space. An important strategy is to forgive and to give. You sense that you and other people do their best and you judge them less severely. You allow each other to make mistakes. You give freely, without self-interest or expecting something back. You relax and feel free.

· 
How do you create out of feeling love? (South-East)

Out of feeling love you create. An important strategy is to wish and believe. You sense what your deep, intuitive wish is. You trust this desire and will not get distracted by what needs to be done. You tune your thoughts, words and actions to match your desires. You experience unique moments and create beauty. 

Make good habits of these PioneerStrategies.
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PioneerStrategies






To be Wise

How do you make room out of being wise?


How do you create out of being wise?

Strategy: Observe





Strategy: Ask and receive

Feeling: Interest





Feeling: Excitement

Treasure: Clearness




Treasure: Discovery


Make Room





Create

How do you make room out of feeling love? 


How do you create out of feeling love?

Strategy: Forgive and give




Strategy: Wish and believe

Feeling: Relief





Feeling: Trust

Treasure: Liberation





Treasure: Realisation






Feel Love

PiratePranks

Even if things are going against you, your life is always going well

PiratePranks are strategies that hinder and cramp you on your quest for happiness and creative achievements. With a PiratePrank, you think and act out of fear (not feeling love), ignorance and confusion (instead of being wise). Often you are not aware of this. PiratePranks create negative emotions; the seasickness on your journey. Our life is full of PiratePranks that you pull yourself and others. Every prank coincides with an illusion, a temporary sense of victory, conquest or liberation. These pranks eventually lead to the repeating, negative effects like loneliness, exhaustion and feeling helpless.

PiratePranks are good indications of where you can improve your life. You can recognise these pranks by the emotional reaction it can generate inside you. The PirateCompass will help you to recognise the pranks.

· 
Out of ignorance you do not make room (North-West)

An important prank is to avoid. You deny, do not see, keep secrets and rationalise. For a while you hold on to the illusion of freedom and independence while you feel irritated, confused, lonely and sad. 

· 
Out of ignorance you create negative experiences (North-East)

An important prank is to be obliged to and to obligate. You are in a hurry, have a long to-do list. You feel you have to constantly prove yourself to others, want to be taken seriously and live in the future, not in the present. You cling to the illusion of achievement and success, while you feel more exhausted and less satisfaction.  

· 
Out of fear you do not create room (South-West)

An important prank is to disapprove. Other people are not doing well. You criticise certain qualities in others and in yourself. By doing this, you feed the illusion of always being right and the mythical drive for perfection. You harvest a weak self-confidence, dissatisfaction and a feeling of helplessness.

· 
Out of fear you create nothing valuable (South-East)

An important prank is to accuse and take revenge. You become angry at others without ever looking at your own actions. Without this self-reflection, you maintain the “eye for an eye” principle. You fight and try to prove your superiority. You cherish the illusion of justice and innocence, but all you harvest is conflict, hatred and enemies.

PiratePranks arouse more PiratePranks in others and yourself. You can consciously break this vicious circle by following PioneerStrategies. For example, to switch from accusing to forgiveness and from avoidance to observe and believe.

PiratePranks





To be Ignorant and confused

Prank: Avoid





Prank: Be obliged to and obligate

Illusion: Liberation





Illusion: Achieving and having success

Emotion: Irritation, confusion 




Emotion: Hasty and dissatisfied

Harvest: Loneliness, sadness




Harvest: Exhaustion


Make Room





Create

Prank: Disapprove





Prank: Accuse and  revenge

Illusion: Being right, perfection




Illusion: Innocence and justice

Emotion: Frustration, fear




Emotion: Anger

Harvest: Lack of self-confidence, helplessness


Harvest: Conflict, guilt






Feel Scared

Jim van den Beuken 2001

Two example trips:

Happy Island and Lost World

With the playing-cards you can do a series of exercises that build upon each other. This way you can design interesting journeys. Here are two examples that you can try. 

Happy Island: Make Room 3a Relieve please - Make Room 12a 12345 (3x) - Create 5b A matter of Luck - Be Wise 8a Will do Matrix - Create 2b PMO - Create 13b Ritual

Lost World: Be Wise 7b Observation here - Be Wise 6a Path of life - Be Wise 11b Cross Examination - Feel Love 13a Beauty contest - Feel Love 4b The loser wins - Feel Love 8b No Guts No Glory - Make Room 3b Dance of Freedom

In conclusion

Everyone can search for happiness, comfort, liberation and inspiration in the outside world, but it cannot be found here. You may not know where your journey will end, but you do know where it starts: with you, here and now. You will not change the past and the future is not here, yet. Now is a good moment to experiment with a higher quality of your life. Enjoy.

"The past is history, the future is mystery and the present is a gift.

That is why we call it the present"

Jiri Kilian.

Afterplay

About Jim van den Beuken (1966)

Facilitates and helps people and organisations develop better and more creative achievements. He takes up research, advise, coaching, workshops and interactive lectures throughout Europe.  The major fields are growth, creative leadership, technology development, innovative product policy, strategy development, and creative negotiation. He Studied Bedrijfskundige Economie at the Erasmus university and Personality-psychology at the university of Leiden. Avatar Wizard (see www.avatar.nl) and licensed LifeGoal coach. Ice-vendor, marketer, concept developer, creative consultant and pioneer. Partner of the Centre for the Development of Creative Thinking (see www.cocd.org). Designer of the Business Opportunity Scouting program and the Hitch Hikers Guide to Innovation: enabling creative culture and innovative performance. Chaired the fifth European conference in the field of creativity and innovation. Publicised amongst other things in Creaddenda (de Bruyn (red.) 1994), editor Creativity and Innovation: Impact (1997), Praktijkhandboek Kwaliteit (1998) and Fit for the Future: the Convergence trap (2001). Worked in four languages with over 15 nationalities for C&A, Heineken, KPN, Strategem, Yamanouchi, Philips, CSM, Scotnursing, Siemens, De Baak, SaraLee, University of Maastricht etceteras. Likes nature, movies, travelling, dogs, capoeira and bars. You can reach him at info@lifestrategy.net. 

The following rules of life are the starting-points of Pioneer and Pirates:

· Your life is a creative act with pleasant and unpleasant creatures.

· Take responsibility for what you live to see, you have more influence than you think.

· Creativity creates more possibilities than your past makes probable.

· Happiness is something that you are, not something that you find. The ego is the most important obstacle for happiness. The ego tells you how you should be and act. Ego resembles gravity; it makes falling easy and rising/ascending difficult.

· Here and now you can change something, not yesterday and tomorrow. 

· Why should we not strive for enlightenment? Strive for the ideal of the Buddhist Bodhisattva, being and acting infinitely wise and loving for both ourselves and others. Make the world an interesting place. 

What lies behind us

and what lies ahead of us

are tiny matters compared to

what lies within us. 

R.W. Emerson
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